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Artwork based on Facebook proflles by Paolo Cirio (below), one of the speakers at FutureEverything

Hack attacker in Manchester

The artist who hacked the
paywalls of the world’s top
financial newspapers comes to
Manchester this month.

Paolo Cirio, known for
his controversial hacking
performances, will speak at this
year’s FutureEverything.

Addressing audiences at the
culture and technology festival
next week, the Italian artist
will present the results of his
provocative Daily Paywall.

The project saw Cirio hack
into the Wall Street Journal,
Financial Times and The
Economist, then re-publish
60,000 paywalled stories for
free. Readers could choose to
pay the journalist who wrote
the article or support the project
through a crowdfunding model.

The Daily Paywall website
attracted a huge amount of
attention but was shut down
after five days following
complaints.

Networked society
“My artistic motivation was to
reconfigure how information is
distributed, especially today in
our networked society where
there is a huge amount of
information, and both an easy
way to access the information
and an easy way to control that
access,” said Cirio.

At FutureEverything, Cirio
will also discuss his recent
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project Loophole 4 All, for
which he hacked into the
servers of the Cayman Islands,

making public all the companies

registered there. He then

encouraged the public to “buy”

the companies — for just 99
cents.

“It was a simple web hack,
rather than cracking inside the
IT system,” he said. “It’s more
like going to the library and
making photocopies.

Big companies

“I got 200,000 names and tax
numbers. To expose them and
engage the public, I wanted
to sell the identities of those
companies that are mainly
anonymous — because that’s
what the Cayman Islands

sell: anonymity and secrecy.
This project was really about
transparency and how we can
actually be engaged in the
social accountability of big
companies.”

Cirio’s contentious and
sometimes illegal hacking art
is driven by an interest in how
technology is changing society
and our daily lives.

He said: “Technology has
caused really fast change, but
people still make distinctions
between the virtual world and
our real lives — I think they’re
totally the same thing today.
Technology has changed many

fields, meaning there are quite a
lot of contradictions.

“I play with grey areas like
transparency and privacy but I
also try to define and provide
an understanding; it’s not just a
provocative joke.”

Twentieth edition
These are the kind of
broader social issues that
FutureEverything, now in
its twentieth edition, will be
exploring this month. The
festival and conference, in
Manchester on 25-28 February,
will question what the future
holds for digital technology.
The art and film line-up
features Icelandic musician
Olafur Arnalds and Blast
Theory’s Too Much Information
— an interactive audio
walk around the streets of
Manchester, set to music by
Martyn Ware of Human League
fame.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

OFSTED FAILINGS

A former Ofsted director has
apologised for the watchdog’s
failings on the Rotherham child
abuse scandal. John Goldup told the
Communities and Local Government
Select Committee that inspectors
lacked focus and had a limited
understanding of child exploitation,
but also pointed out that it was
Ofsted that first exposed Rotherham
as a failing authority in a 2009
social care inspection.

ENERGY PARK DEBATE

The debate over an offshore wind
port in North Killingholme has
been resolved. The government
gave consent for the Able Marine
Energy Park, which will create
4,000 jobs, but Associated British
Ports objected as it included a
compulsory purchase order for

a triangle of its land. ABP has
withdrawn its challenge after the
High Court rejected its application
for a judicial review.

HOUSING BENEFIT CUTS
Blackpool Council has made a
controversial appeal to the Treasury
to cut housing benefit by 30 per
cent. The proposal is part of a wider
plan to eradicate sub-standard
bedsits in former guesthouses - a
profitable trade for negligent
landlords. The council hopes to

run the bedsits out of business by
establishing competitive, high-
quality accommodation but critics
fear that the most vulnerable
claimants will be hit the hardest.

COUNCIL BACKS PALESTINE
Blackburn with Darwen Council is
to boycott trading that facilitates
human rights violations in
Palestine. Following a UN Human
Rights Council report, which
studied Israeli settlements and
recommended companies assess
the human rights impact of

their business, campaign group
Drive for Justice put pressure

on the council to review its
procurement processes. It is to
include a clause in line with the
UN recommendations.

THE BIG ISSUE IN THE NORTH
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